Activist

  Organizations in Israel and Palestine

Updated August 2011

The list below, updated August 2011, though not comprehensive, contains many of the better known Israeli organizations, several international ones, Palestinian-Israeli organizations, and Palestinian ones—all advocating non-violence, each in its own way operating for peace and against the occupation.   I apologize for omissions.

Dorothy 
-================
1.  Anarchists Against the Wall

Anarchists Against the Wall (AATW) is a direct action group that was established in 2003 in response to the construction of the wall Israel is building on Palestinian land in the Occupied West Bank. The group works in cooperation with Palestinians in a joint popular struggle against the occupation. 

Since its formation, the group has participated in hundreds of demonstrations and direct actions against the wall specifically, and the occupation generally, all over the West Bank. All of AATW's work in Palestine is coordinated through villages' local popular committees and is essentially Palestinian led.

Why We Resist

It is the duty of Israeli citizens to resist immoral policies and actions carried out in our name. We believe that it is possible to do more than demonstrate inside Israel or participate in humanitarian relief actions. Israeli apartheid and occupation isn't going to end by itself - it will end when it becomes ungovernable and unmanageable. It is time to physically oppose the bulldozers, the army and the occupation.
http://www.awalls.org/about_aatw
info@awalls.org
2.  "Bat Shalom, Women's Peace Organization"
http://www.batshalom.org/
 mailto:batshalo@netvision.net.il
3.  Boycott from Within

Palestinians, Jews, citizens of Israel, join the Palestinian call for a BDS campaign against Israel

We, Palestinians, Jews, citizens of Israel, join the Palestinian call for a BDS campaign against Israel, inspired by the struggle of South Africans against apartheid. We also call on others to do the same.

We are devoted to the promotion of just peace and true democracy in this region. We are particularly opposed to Western governments' decision to boycott the Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, most especially in besieged Gaza. This is particularly outrageous given the same Western governments' prolonged support of Israel's apartheid and other daily violations of international law.

http://boycottisrael.info/
4.  B’Tselem

B'Tselem - The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories.  B’tselem (which means ‘in the image of’) monitors the situation and furnishes informative reports that can be obtained in hard copy and also read on the internet.  http://www.Btselem.org/  02 673 5599

 

5.    Coalition of Women for Peace  

A leading Israeli feminist coalition.
http://coalitionofwomen.org/home/english
 mailto:CWJP@yahoogroups.com
6.  Gisha

Gisha focuses primarily on Gaza.  It both informs and also tries to help, where possible.

http://www.gisha.org/
7.  Courage to Refuse (Ometz L’Sarev) 

[The organization has closed its office, but its website continues to be updated and contains interesting reading.]
An organization of Reservists who signed an open letter to PM Sharon stating their reasons for refusing to serve in the Territories and their opposition to the Occupation.  The original letter was signed by 50.  At its height, the organization consisted of about 650 members, all who refused to serve in the OPTs (Occupied Palestinian Territories).  http://www.seruv.org.il/  

8.  Gush Shalom Israel-Palestine Peace Bloc  [begun and led by Uri Avnery]
http://www.gush-shalom.org/index.html
mailto:info@gush-shalom.org
One can also subscribe to TOI-> Billboard (The Other Israel email updates) via otherisr@actcom.co.il)?

9.  ICAHD Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions

http://www.icahd.org
coordinator Jeff Halper mailto:icahd@zahav.net.il
10.  Israeli committee for Palestinian Prisoners

The Committee is an Israeli organization, which firmly believes that there can be no peace between Israel and Palestine so long as thousands of Palestinian so-called “security prisoners” and hundreds of administrative detainees continue to be held in Israeli prisons. 
Members of the Committee believe that the Palestinian prisoners can and should play a significant role in advancing the peace process and in spreading the message that co-existence in the Middle East is indeed possible – but only if Israeli society pays attention to their hardships and puts an end to the systematic institutional discrimination against them – which exists first at the judicial level, and later on with regard to their imprisonment conditions and parole opportunities. 

The organization’s book, ‘Threat: Palestinian Political Prisoners in Israel,’ edited by Abeer Baker and Anat Matar, has recently been published (Pluto Press) and is available on line from various sources.

Anat Matar, matar@post.tau.ac.il, +972 3 5408977
Sanna Salame +972 544 805040

Tamar Berger tberger@netvision.net.il
11.  Machsom Watch [i.e., Checkpoint Watch]
A women’s organization that monitors soldiers’ conduct at check points, reports human rights abuses, and attempts to mediate between Palestinians and the military when necessary.  
http://www.machsomwatch.org/ 

12.  Mahsanmilim [Warehouse of words]: Reports from the West Bank

This is a website (rather than an organization) containing testimonies, stories, and videos dedicated to informing us about conditions in the West Bank.  The site is the initiative of Aya Kanuke and Tamar Goldschmidt  Its materials are well worth reading and videos well worth viewing.

www.mahsanmilim.com
13.  1.  New Profile

  A feminist pluralistic organization comprising males and females; its long-term goal is to alter Israeli society from militaristic to civil.  New Profile opposes the occupation, and therefore supports conscientious objectors--from pacifists to persons who do not wish to enlist because they oppose the Occupation, as well as those who cannot afford to enlist for economic reasons.    www.newprofile.org
14.  The Occupation Magazine www.kibush.co.il
This is a journal rather than an activist organization.  It contains many of the materials from the organizations on this list, as well as commentaries, statistics, etc. from other sources.  It’s items are edited daily. Worth reading.

15.  Physicians for Human Rights - Israel
http://www.phr.org.il  mail@phr.org.il 03 687 3718

16.    Public Committee Against Torture in Israel  [PCATI]

The Public Committee Against Torture in Israel (PCATI) believes that torture and ill treatment of any kind and under all circumstances is incompatible with the moral values of democracy and the rule of law.

PCATI advocates for all persons - Israelis, Palestinians, labor immigrants and other foreigners in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) – in order to protect them from torture and ill treatment by the Israeli interrogation and law enforcement authorities. These include the Israel Police, the General Security Service (GSS), the Israel Prison Service and the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). PCATI acts in accordance with moral and democratic values, and the standards set in Israeli and International law.

PCATI was founded in 1990 in reaction to the ongoing policy of the Israeli government, which permitted the systematic use of torture and ill treatment in GSS interrogations.

Up Public committee against TortureP.O.B. 4634 Jerusalem 91046 Tel: 972-2-6429825 Fax: 972-2-6432847

http://www.stoptorture.org.il/  pcati@netvision.net.il 02 642 6275

17.  Rabbis For Human Rights


http://rhr.israel.net/
  mail to   info@rhr.israel.net  02 563 7731

 

18.  Re'ut-Sadaka - Jewish-Arab Youth Organization for Peace and Democracy
http://www.bkluth.de/reut/MAIN.html
mailto:reut@inter.net.il
19.  Shministim Refusal Movement 
Israeli 12th graders who wrote and signed an open letter to the PM and Min. of Defense stating their reasons for refusing to enlist in the military; there have been several such letters.  They do not have a website, but an internet search turns up considerable information about them.

20.  Shovrim Shtika [Breaking the Silence], 

Breaking the Silence is an organization whose dual aim is to make known how the Israeli military conducts itself in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and to give the discharged soldier a platform on which to unload events that he/she might have sitting on his/her conscience.  To achieve this double aim, Shovrim Shtika encourages discharged soldiers (including reservists) to testify regarding their conduct and acts when serving in the OPTs.

http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/
see also http://www.williambowles.info/isrl-pal/breaking_silence.html


20. Who Profits? Exposing the Israeli Occupation Industry 

A very important project of the Coalition of Women for Peace.

http://www.whoprofits.org/
21. Women’s organization for political prisoners 

WOFPP aims to “promote the release” of all political prisoners, and to support female political prisoners in Israeli jails.  The women jailed are mainly Palestinian, but WOFPP includes also Israeli women charged with political crimes (e.g., Leyla Mosenson).   WOFPP periodically reports on the situation with prisoners so as to inform.  www.wofpp.org
22.  Yesh Din [There is Law]  

This organization investigates and deals with cases involving settler violence and misdeeds against Palestinians. www.yesh-din.org
info@yesh-din.org  03 516 8563

23.  Yesh Gvul
Reservists who refuse to serve in the territories.  Began during the Lebanese War, and was revived with the 2nd intifada  http://www.yesh-gvul.org/
 24.  Zochrot 

This organization aims to “recognize the moral debt for the wrong doings caused to the Palestinian people, by the Israeli state and its institutions.”

 ‘Al Nakba’ (meaning in Arabic ‘The catastrophe’) refers to the demolitions and destruction of Palestinian villages and cities and the deportation of their inhabitants, in 1947-1948. The disaster of the Palestinians is silenced and is absent from the physical and cultural view of Israel. The aim of Zochrot is to recognize the moral debt for the wrong doings caused to the Palestinian people, by the Israeli state and its institutions, via a variety of activities.  http://www.nakbainhebrew.org/index.php?lang=english
=========================================

Israeli-Palestinian Organizations

1.  AIC Alternative Information Organization

From the AIC website:

  The Alternative Information Center (AIC) is an internationally oriented, progressive, joint Palestinian-Israeli activist organization. It is engaged in dissemination of information, political advocacy, grassroots activism and critical analysis of the Palestinian and Israeli societies as well as the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. To Contact us use the Email form below or send your Message to bryan[at]alt-info.org (Website), avital[at]alt-info.org (Subscriptions) or connie[at]alt-info.org (Donations, Volunteers, Project Info)  

http://www.alternativenews.org/english/
Beit Sahour 02 277 5444

Jerusalem    02 624 1159

2.  Combatants for Peace: 

A group of Palestinians and Israelis who formerly were actively involved in violence—either as soldiers in the Israeli military or as Palestinian freedom fighters—who have decided to forego violence and to abide by  the following principles: “We no longer believe that the conflict can be resolved through violence. We believe that the blood shed will not end unless we act together to terminate the occupation and stop all forms of violence. We call for the establishment of a Palestinian State, alongside the State of Israel. The two states can exist in peace and security beside each other. We will use only non-violent means to achieve our goals and call for both societies to end violence. “
 http://www.combatantsforpeace.org/
3.   Parents Circle

An organization of bereaved Israeli and Palestinian parents

The Parents Circle Mission Statement

• To prevent further bereavement, in the absence of peace
• To influence the public and the policy makers – to prefer the way of peace on the way of war
• To educate for peace and reconciliation
• To promote the cessation of acts of hostility and the achievement of a political agreement
• To prevent the usage of bereavement as a means of expanding enmity between our peoples
• To uphold mutual support between our members

We strive to offer a breakthrough in people's frame of mind, to allow a change of perception, a chance to re-consider one's views and attitudes towards the conflict and the other side. 
The Forum activities are a unique phenomenon, in that they continue during all political circumstances and in spite of all tensions and violence in our region. 
Our members initiate and lead projects throughout the Israeli and Palestinian communities. 

http://www.theparentscircle.org/
4. Windows for Peace, Channels for Communication— 

Windows organization consists of Jews and Palestinians from both sides of the Green Line working together to promote acquaintance, understanding and reconciliation between both peoples through educational programs, media and art. Windows is a non-profit organization and not affiliated with any political body. The organization activity is based on voluntary work and funded mostly by donations.

Director on the Palestinian side : Mohmoud Tanji 

Email : winpeace_tulkarm@yahoo.com
Director on the Israeli side : Ms. Rutie Atsmon

www.win-peace.org
International Organizations

1. Christian Peacekeeper Teams (CPT)

http://www.cpt.org/hebron/hebron.php
2.  Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel

http://www.eappi.org/
eappi-co@jrol.com
02 628 9402

3.  International Solidarity Movement
http://www.palsolidarity.org/  

4  International Women's Peace Service 
www.iwps.info
==================================

Palestinian Organizations [thanks to Taka Nakahara for furnishing most of the organizations on the list below.]

1.  Right to Enter is a campaign against Israeli draconian restrictions on entry to the OPT.  For more details see http://www.righttoenter.ps/
2.  Palestinian Red Crescent Society 

Important among other things for statistics regarding Palestinians who have been killed and wounded by the Israeli forces, updated almost daily 
http://www.palestinercs.org/
3.  Sumoud [Palestinian]
A political prisoner solidarity Group

This website contains statistics and much information.  Worth visiting.

1. http://sumoud.tao.ca/?q=node/view/76
East Jerusalem
4.  Middle East Nonviolence and Democracy (MEND)
PO Box 66558
Beit Hanina, East Jerusalem
info@mendonline.org
http://www.mendonline.org
Tel: Fax/ +972-2-6567310/11
5. . The Palestinian Environmental NGOs Network(PENGON)
PO Box 25220
Beit Hanina, Jerusalem
Palestine
Tel: +972-2-2971505
Fax: +972-2-2975123
http://www.pengon.org/
info@pengon.org
Ramallah/Al-Bireh Area
6.  . Bil’in Popular Committee
http://www.bilin-village.org/english/
bel3en@yahoo.com
Abdullah Abu Rahme : 054-725-8210
Mohammed Khatib : 054-557-3285
7. The Palestinian Association for Cultural Exchange (PACE) 
Ramallah, Palestine
Nablus main road, Al-Bireh
http://www.pace.ps/
Tel: + 972-2-2407610
8. Al Haq 
http://www.alhaq.org/ 
Ramallah, (0)2 2956421
E-mail shawan@alhaq.org 
9. PYALARA 
http://www.pyalara.org/
Orabi Building, Ground & 2nd floors , Jerusalem-Ramallah St., Al-Biereh 
Tel/Fax: +972-2-2406280/1 pyalara@pyalara.org
10. Panorama 
http://www.panoramacenter.org
Ramallah Office 
AlAhliyya College St. , Cairo Amman Bank Bldg. 3rd Floor. 
P.o.Box : 2049.
Tel. No : +(972)/(970) - 2 - 295 - 9618/23 
Fax : +(972) - 2 - 298 - 1824 
E-mail: panorama@panoramacenter.org 
Bethlehem/Beit Sahour Area
11. Holy Land Trust (Bethlehem) 
http://www.holylandtrust.org/
Tel:02-2765930
FAX 02-2765931
12.  The Palestinian Center for Rapproachement between People (Beit Sahour) 
02-277-2018 
http://www.pcr.ps/ 
13.  Siraj Center for Holy Land Studies (Beit Sahour)
Telefax: +972 2 274 8590
Website: http://www.sirajcenter.org
Email: info@sirajcenter.org
14. Popular Committee Against the Wall and Settlements, 

Umm Salamuna 
Mahmoud Zawahira 0599586004
15. The Palestinian Center for Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation 
(http://www.ccrr-pal.org/) Bethlehem 
+972-2-2745475
16. Al-Hares Center for Studies & Media 
02-2750105/2764926 (Bethlehem)
0599-887849
alhares99@palnet.com
info@alhares.org
http://www.alhares.org
17. Open Bethlehem 
02-2777993 (Bethlehem)
nida.rish@gmail.com
http://www.openbethlehem.org
18. Palestinian Conflict Resolution Center (WI’AM) 
02-2770513/7333 (Bethlehem)
alaslah@planet.edu
http://alaslah.org/
Hebron Area
19. LIBRARY ON WHEELS For Non-violence and Peace http://www.lownp.com/
Tel: (972) 2 583 5146/ 0522-229897

Fax: (972) 2 583 5127 

lownp@palnet.com
20. Land Research Center 
http://www.lrcj.org
Tel (temporary): +972-2-2217239
Mobile: +972-50-507931
E-mail : lrc@palnet.com
21. International Palestinian Youth League 
http://www.ipyl.org/
Jaffa Street - Al Isra?a Bldg., 5th floor
P.O.Box 618, Hebron, Palestine
Tel: +972-2-2229131

Jenin

22.  The Freedom Theatre

The Freedom Theatre - a theatre and cultural centre in Jenin Refugee Camp - is developing the only professional venue for theatre and multimedia in the north of the West Bank in Occupied Palestine. Since it opened its doors in 2006, the organisation continues to grow, develop and expand, enabling the young generation in the area to develop new and important skills which will allow them to build a better future for themselves and for their society.

23. Empowering Children and Youth

Having grown up amidst a violent military occupation, the young generation in the Jenin area struggle with ongoing fears, depression and trauma. At the same time, few opportunities exist for these youngsters to find positive and creative outlets for their emotions which can allow them to develop a healthy and meaningful sense of themselves and their surroundings. 

The Freedom Theatre therefore offers children, youth and young adults in the Jenin area a safe space in which they are free to express themselves, to explore their creativity and emotions through culture and arts. It provides them with opportunities to develop the skills, self-knowledge and confidence which can empower them to challenge present realities and to speak out in their own society and beyond.

Creating Change

The benefits of cultural activities nevertheless go far beyond the individual. Having endured the hardships of an ongoing, violent military occupation, Palestine today is a shattered society and the population struggles with increasing isolation, fragmentation and disillusion. Countering these trends, The Freedom Theatre believes that theatre and the arts have a crucial role to play in building up a free and healthy society. 

Contact UsSite Map

http://www.thefreedomtheatre.org/aboutus-new.php
24.  Bi’lin

Friends of Freedom and Justice Bilin

Our message:
Together we can remove borders and cross all barriers. 
Together we can build bridges of trust and achieve Justice. 
Through our friends we can see the promising future, a future where all live in Peace, security and dignity, a future free of racism, where all have the right to a full and free life.

http://www.ffj-bilin.org/strona/index.php
www.bilin-ffj.org
===============================================

Blogs

=================

[There are probably many blogs worthy of visiting.  The three below are ones that you should not miss. Each from a different perspective shows you life in Gaza yesterday the day before yesterday and today.  Dorothy]

Gaza

Rafah Today

www.rafahtoday.org
Raising Yusef and Noor

http://a-mother-from-gaza.blogspot.com/
From Gaza with Love

By Dr. Mona el-Fara—a Physician

http://fromgaza.blogspot.com/
